THE PULL-0OUT
Intensive farmin

Our globalised food system requires increasing amounts of land, water, energy and chemicals
to produce food; this is especially true for meat and dairy. According to the UN’s Food and

Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the livestock industry is “one of the top two or th ree
most serious contributors to the most serious envir onmental problems, at every
scale from local to global”. It is responsible for even more global greenhouse gas

emissions than transport — totalling 18 per cent of total global emissions. Trade policies and the
actions of multinational corporations are an integral part of this problem.

Soy imports

Soybean is more central to the British diet than we think. A main ingredient in many animal
feeds, more than 50kg of soy is needed to keep the average Brit in meat and dairy products for
a year. This is because companies that profit from factory farming have bred livestock that grow
quickly and produce high yields but require very high protein diets to do so. This protein is
largely from soy beans grown in Latin America. Therefore, as imported meat remains a major =, .
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of animal feed imported for UK-reared meat and dairy also have to be considered. left over after oil extraction (around 75 per
cent) is toasted and ground. Animal feed

accounts for 97 per cent of global soymeal

Environmental destruction production.

This increased demand for soy is having major repercussions in Latin America too. Great swathes of Latin America have been
given over to growing soy, including former rainforest areas. Globally an average of 6 million hectares of forest — an area twice
the size of Belgium — and 7 million hectares of other land have been converted to agriculture every year for the last 40 years.
The Atlantic Rainforest is less than 10% of its former size (Paraguay has only 2% of its Atlantic forest remaining) and the
Amazon Rainforest is less than 30% of its former size due in part to soy and livestock farming. As well as deforestation’s huge
contribution to global warming, the threat to biodiversity is alarming. The Atlantic Rainforest, for example, is home to around
8,000 unique plant species and more than 20 critically-endangered animal species. Meanwhile, soil is easily eroded on soy
plantations, and water usage is high — the UK uses 1.43 billion cubic metres of Brazilian water a year through imported soy,
while 40 million Brazilian families do not have access to supplies of clean drinking water.

Why is so much soy used?

Protein sources for livestock can be grown locally in the UK and Europe, such as oilseed rape meal, peas and beans, but
reliance on soy is higher than ever. This is partly because the amount of meat eaten is increasing and because livestock
production has become more intensive. Eating less meat, and a higher proportion of more ethical meat, would help decrease
the amounts of intensive farming that cause such problems. But there are less obvious factors as well. The Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), prevents import tariffs on animal feed, making it cheaper for farmers to import their feed. This situation
was exacerbated in 1992 when the United States negotiated a limit on European oilseed production. While other factors, such
as the ban on processed animal proteins in feeds following the BSE crisis, have played a role, the distorting effect of the

CAP and restrictions introduced by the US must be r  emoved if more local solutions to animal feed are to be found.

What else can be done?

As already described, protein sources for animal feed can be grown in the UK (sometimes even on farms with livestock) to
minimise the environmental costs of Latin American soy, as well as providing more control and stability for farmers. Less
intensive farming and a greater reliance on organic production would also make a huge difference. Many subtle changes in
policies are required from the Government to help shift these balances. These include moving subsidies away from
intensive livestock producers  to those farmers that provide more sustainable local solutions including organic techniques.

You can take action bysupporting Friends of the Earth’s Food Chain campagn and encouraging your
MP to sign Early Day Motion 845 at www.fixthefoodclain.com

(An Early Day Motion is basically a petition for pditicians.)




Urgent Action: A precious way of life at risk in In dia

‘We will not leave Niyamgiri. Without our mountain, our God, there is no life for us. 'Mali Majhi, Kondh Tribe*

A UK-listed mining company, Vedanta Resources, isa  bout to start mining the pristine Niyamgiri Hills i n Orissa, India. It
is predicted that this will destroy the sacred and ancestral homeland of the Kondh tribal people and e nd their ancient way of
life.
The Niyamgiri Hills are the ancestral home of the Kondh tribe, who lead a self-
sufficient life nurturing the forest-covered region, relying on it for their food, water,
culture and medicines. The top of the hill, where the mine is proposed, is not cultivated
but respected as a place of worship. The whole mountain is considered sacred. The
lush forests of the Niyamgiri are a pristine ecosystem rich in biodiversity, and home to
endangered animals including tigers, leopards and elephants. Kuli packing leaves to take
The Kondh people have shown great strength in struggling to make their voices to market. She is one of the
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of aluminium) mine will lead to massive deforestation, threaten key water sources and be affected if mining takes
destroy local ecosystems, the Indian Supreme Court still gave permission for the mine place on Niyamgiri. PHOTO:
to go ahead. Sanjit Das/ActionAid

The Kondh tribal people have made it clear that proposals of financial compensation would fail to make up for the loss of their
forests, water supplies and way of life. However, the current lack legislation means that the Kondh people have no legal avenue to
make their voices heard in the UK, even though Vedanta is a British company, and will be profiting from the venture.

Human rights are inalienable, indivisible and non-e  xchangeable and the violation of them cannot be exc  used by the
donation of an alternative and often unsolicited be nefit.

Please stand alongside t he Kondh people to support their campaign. In the U K, you can add your support by

sending an email to the Indian High Commissioner in London, appealing for the project to be halted.
Construction could start at any time, sot  ake action now: www.actionaid.org.uk/Vedanta

A daily struggle for wages and rights in Bangladesh

Garment workers in Bangladesh need better legal ave  nues to assert their rights to fair pay and good wo rking
conditions. Our friends at War on Want work in part nership with the National Garment Workers Federatio  n of Bangladesh to
improve the rights and livelihood of garment worker s and their families.

Around 40% of people in Bangladesh live below the poverty line and the
average wage of a worker in Bangladesh’s ready-made garment industry is the lowest in
the world. Rising living costs, such as the price of basic foods like rice, flour and cooking
oil, are driving workers deeper into poverty as they struggle to survive on low pay.
Workers also suffer from long working hours, harassment at the hands of management
and lack of trade union representation. Over the past decade, at least 30 cases of
factory collapses and fires have occurred, leaving hundreds of workers dead, and
thousands injured.

Half of these garment exports are destined for the European market including
major UK retailers who buy tens of millions of pounds of garments every year. Retailers
use their purchasing power to squeeze suppliers, who in turn exploit their workforce to
produce clothing more cheaply and quickly. UK retailers have largely relied on voluntary
initiatives to force supphers to ensure decent pay and labour practices but they have failed to deliver on many of the core demands of
workers. Due to the structure of the supply chain, workers are unable to seek legal redress when they suffer from exploitation at the
hands of UK companies. What we need is for the government to ensure that UK corporations respect the human rights of
workers and local communities wherever they operate in the world.

You can help th e garme nt workers by taking part in War on Want's email ac  tion to MPs, asking them lobby the

Secretary of State to introduce legislation to enab  le workers who suffer abuse to be able to seek redr  ess in the UK:
www.waronwant.org/campaigns/supermarkets/fashion-vi ctims

Individuals, companies and governments seem to have a worrying propensity to put efficiency, selfish gain and profit
above other people’s welfare and care for the environment. Only this mindset could conceive of clearing precious rainforest
and harming people’s health, destroying an ancient and sustainable way of life, or taking advantage of people in poverty, so
that the rich minority can profit. As Christians, we believe that each life has intrinsic worth, and that governments, as well as
individuals, have a responsibility to protect people in vulnerable situations from the sometimes ruthless pursuit of wealth that
characterises a free market economy. Although companies can be a force for good in developing countries, there is
currently a legislation gap leaving communities vulnerable to the bad behaviour of some businesses. SPEAK are calling for
the creation of a UK Business, Environment and Human Rights Commission which would have power to investigate and
sanction companies who are using their huge economic power in damaging ways. This is the next stage of our Big Dress
campaign, and could make a huge difference to situations like the examples above. As well as signing the ‘Foodchains’
Pray & Postcard, you can also support the campaign by collecting MP3 messages for our audio petition. Go to
www.speak.org.uk/unfinishedbusiness to take part.

For further information on any aspect oi-Out contact us on: 0207 249north@speak.or¢ (Manchestespeak@speak.or¢ (London) wisitwww.speak.org
Also please contact us to receive regular SRHEAK dmaate to our costs in providing campaigesesr to receive more help and suppog &ctala and praying




